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Introduction
Barendt (2005) defines freedom of speech as a human right to voice their opinion without fear of punishment. This right is not only reserved for the public alone but may include other ways like in the united states, it may include the right not to salute the flag, students wear a black armband to protest wars, to engage in symbolic speech and contribution of money to political campaigns. Also, in the United States, freedom of speech does not protect people from practices like inciting people, distributing harmful materials, permit students to publish articles in school magazine criticizing the school administration or students to advocate for drug abuse in schools. Most countries of the world apply freedom of speech will similar measures. That is, the features of freedom of speech in most of the world countries are the same. The united nation universal declaration of human rights preserve this right and is held by most nations though the degree of recognition is different. This right was adopted by the united nation in 1948 in article 19 and it states “everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.” The Kenyan constitution states that in the practice of freedom of speech, every person has to respect the rights and reputation of others. This article thus looks at how federalism has impacted on freedom of speech, the implication of civil rights on freedom of speech and the implications of civil liberties on the same.




Federalism and freedom of speech
Federalism is a word derived from Latin word foedus which means a formal agreement or a covenant between parties. Federalism is thus a form of government that allows two or more entities to have control over the same geographical area. U.S.A is a good example of a country that has federalism. In federalist government, authority and power are shared between the federal government and the state governments. This is different from the unitary government where one unit holds all powers over the land. In the United States, every citizen is subjected to laws of the federal government and the state laws. The federal government in the United States was established in 1787. Although U.S.A is a federal state, the constitution does not define the term federalism. Also, the constitution grants broad powers to the federal government as compared to the state governments. Under the bill of rights and the tenth constitutional amendments, U.S.A was made a federal state with more vested on the federal government as compared to the local ones. The federal government was given all legislative roles, declaring wars and coining currency. The states were given the other roles different from the federal government. Other counties that are organized in federal principles are Mexico, Australia, Brazil, India, and Belgium. Federalism look at freedom of speech in a positive way in that, it gives all citizens the right to speak freely without punishments. Smith (2005) described the federal government as one with more impacts to freedom of speech as compared to other forms of governments. In federalism, freedom of speech is a key factor to democracy. The well-being of federal democracy is vested on the freedom of speech and thus many consider it fundamental. Under federalism, people can express their views through artistic works. Through paintings, films or photographs people do express themselves without any harassment from the government. Another way that freedom of speech is promoted by the federal government is through political expressions. Under the European court on human rights, elected members of the legislature have the right to express themselves on matters of interest. Federal states also have the obligation to take positive measures to promote freedom of speech. They regulate the activities of state authorities and those of state agencies. For example, people in the United States of America have expressed their freedom of expression over years through the election of their leaders. They also contribute money to political campaigns without government interference. President Donald Trump was democratically elected by a citizen of United States. Although federalism has a positive contribution to freedom of speech, it has also proved to be negative on the same. A person who sends threatening messages to the elected members can be tried in court for their own rights. For example, in Kenya, several citizens have been tried in court due to their messages that have been termed as hates speech. Miguna Miguna was deported to Canada because of alterations that were termed as words that can incite Kenyans. This has raised a question of whether it is a violation of individual rights or there is or no freedom of speech. Another negative impact of federalism on speech is that it may constitute a crime, For instance, criminal threats. Terrorist issue threats claiming they have the right to expression. Whatever the case they are punishable by law.
Civil rights and freedom of speech
In the book “citizenship and civil society (1998)”, Janoski noted that articulating the exact meaning of civil rights is difficult. This is because it is maintained by several laws and is expansive in nature.  Civil rights can thus be defined as a set of rights designed to prevent unfair treatment of individuals. Thus, civil rights agitate for equality in society and discourage discrimination. Civil rights can be termed as the human rights that an individual has by being a citizen of a certain country. Historically, the term was used to agitate form equal treatment of the African American in all fields but today it is used to show the advancement of equality regardless of tribe, race, color, or gender. The constitution of U.S acquired these rights from the international human rights law and integrated them into the constitution. The federal government gives all citizens unalienable rights. The rights evolved over time and they are supported by legislation and judicial precedent. Although the U.S has the strongest constitutional protection on the human rights it is continuously criticized due to their records on human rights. U.S.A has the least protection for workers, debtors and they recently criminalized homelessness and poverty. Most human rights in the U.S originate from laws guaranteeing and regulating civil rights. Most of these laws originate from the federal government through legislation. These laws include; age discrimination act of 1975, age discrimination in employment act, Americans with disabilities act, civil rights act of 1964, fair housing act section 504 of the rehabilitation act of 1973 and the voting rights act of 1965. Apart from the federal government, the states governments also legislate laws pertaining to civil rights drawn from the federal laws. A number of areas were identified that needed to address equality. These were areas of education, employment, housing, public accommodations, and race. There is a big controversy between the U.S legislators and the judiciary and as such, the bill of rights was adopted that was integrated during the ten constitutional amendments to the constitution. 1n 1920, the constitution was amended to discourage discrimination on women’s suffrage. Some factors contribute to better rights. These factors include; equal protection of all persons born or naturalized in the United States. U.S constitution demands all citizens be treated equally in the area of employment, education, and residents. Anybody should not be subjected to discrimination on basis of race or national origin. This factor is enforced by the civil right act of 1964. Also, the constitution prohibits states and the federal government from discriminating citizens from the right to vote on a gender basis. Before the nineteenth amendment, women were not allowed to vote. It has also, prohibited sexual harassment in the workplace. Due to discrimination, an affirmative action was taken by the U.S federal government to address the issue in 1965. Also, disability is addressed in the U.S constitution. Under the Americans with disabilities act of 1990, the government has discouraged discrimination of people with disabilities. This act was found unlawful but the judiciary of U.S has continued to protect people with acquired immune deficiency syndrome. This has benefited the federal government. (Sowell, 1984) Privacy is another factor that is enjoyed by people not only in America but also, in many countries of the world. Due to this factor, U.S Supreme Court overturned some laws and criminalized abortion and established protection to sexual privacy. These civil rights include freedom of religion where everyone is allowed to worship in their preferred dominions. Freedom of expression is another major right enjoyed by many. Freedom of speech entails media and public assembly and is given a special protection in the U.S constitution. All Americans enjoy the freedom of peaceful demonstration and protest. But this right can be withdrawn from the protestors if they do not comply is the law. For example, demonstrating in restricted areas may lead to arresting of the demonstrating group. Also, every citizen is entitled with free movement all over the country and outside the country as per requirements of the United States passport. Freedom of association may be termed as the right of people to form groups to pursue certain obligations or political action. This freedom is restricted by smith’s act that abolished political parties that agitated for the violent overthrow of the government. 
Freedom of speech is crucial to human rights. When it is denied it may lead to oppression of human rights. Where there is no freedom of speech, people live in horrible conditions. Mostly, freedom of speech is denied under dictatorial rulers. In recent days, this right has been withdrawn from citizens of Uganda. Elected legislator, Bobby Wayne was put under army custody for more than 78 hours due to expressing his views on the leadership of the country. It is not only his freedom of speech that was violated but also, other rights were violated. He was tortured by the army officials that saw him hospitalized. Also, freedom of speech plays a significant role in rights movements. Dr. Martin Luther King used this freedom to agitate for human rights in the 1950s and 60s. Together with others, King engaged in protest marches and demonstrations to force change. They were able to make their speeches of injustices and violation of civil rights. On the other hand, civil rights have a negative influence on freedom of speech.  People express their matters explosively may hinder the right of speech for others. In Kenya after 2017 presidential, citizens went to streets to demonstrate as it's their right to demonstrate. Through their demonstrations, they interfered with other people rights as they went looting their property. The police had to intervene to save other people’s property. Though they utilized their right of speech, they were not allowed to continue. Some were arrested and other fled for their safety. This posed a challenge to the idea of freedom of speech in many countries of the world.
Civil liberties and freedom of speech
Civil liberties can also be termed as personal freedoms. These are guarantees that the government can limit either by law or judicial judgments. These freedoms differ from one country to another. They include; freedom of conscience, freedom of expression, freedom of expression, freedom to religion, right to own property, and right to bodily integrity. These rights are mainly practiced in liberal democracies where specific laws of the land govern such practices. These rights have aimed at reducing the level of inequalities among citizens of a country. Majorly they focus on abolishing discrimination and human trafficking. Also, they focus on forced labor and slavery. Also, they address the issue of the culture of the country that as to be protected. Most of these rights guarantee equality by emphasizing equal access to public facilities and protection to all citizens. For instance, Australia has no established bill of rights but civil rights are ensured to all citizens. They adopted the UN declaration on human rights and made the outlined laws as their civil rights. In the UK civil liberties can be traced back to 1215 and the 17th century. Though they have an unwritten constitution, they have the bill of rights that are fundamental in protecting civil rights. Freedom of expression thus is crucial in protecting civil liberties. It allows one to know what others think and people have the right to express themselves in all avenues of life. For example, U.S.A president has continuously criticized African countries for the inhuman practices that the countries are practicing. Thus the African countries can get the views of Donald Trump as he has the right of expression. Though many consider them as inappropriate critiques, they very revered and valid. The major disadvantage of civil liberties on speech is that it is limited by the government. 
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